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Restored
Kyle and Paige Thompson with their son JJ

REVITALIZING ELIZABETH MINISTRIES
Through
this
new
quarterly publication, we
hope to share the stories
of our parishioners and
how they have personally
been impacted by a St.
Pius
X
Ministry
and
encountered
Christ
through the sacraments
or our Catholic faith. Your
story could be another
person's compass.
Please reach out to
Andrea
if
you
are
interested in contributing
to this publication at:
communications@stpiusx
appleton.com

Ministry Spotlight

Mother Teresa said, “Motherhood is a gift from God to women”.
However, there are many days of motherhood where the beauty
of the gift seems to be much more a mystery, still wrapped up
and yet to be opened. Paige Thompson moved to the Fox
Cities after landing an engineering
job at Kimberly-Clark and planned
to stay for a couple of years, with
the hopes of relocating back home
to Atlanta. Then, as many stories
go, she met a man, fell in love, got
married and hoped to start a
family. Except the last part of the
story was not happening as hoped.
continued on page 3
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Elizabeth Ministries resources
in the north narthex
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that experience, it became a little easier to seek Him first,
and listen for His voice.

Thomas
and
Maggie
Kohlmann

WHEN FAMILY LOOKS DIFFERENT
Community Profile

When our son was about a year- and- a- half old, many
of our friends who had a baby at the same time as we
initially did, were pregnant again. Even though we easily
became pregnant with our first child, my husband and I
suffered from secondary infertility. We were unable to
get pregnant again, and when we did, I miscarried.

Over time, I practiced letting go of my desires, my
worries, and my predictions for the future. I practiced
intentionally uniting myself to the Lord’s will for our
family’s future. Often this looked like calling to mind the
presence of God and recognizing that He is all-knowing,
all-powerful and supremely good. This helped me trust
that He was in control, He knew what we were going
through and He had a plan that was better than the one I
was currently imagining.
Those years were like climbing a mountain. Many times,
along the journey, I was able to stop and fully appreciate
the view and the path we had taken up until that point.
Sometimes, I would get caught in a thicket or feel like I
was trapped out on a ledge, but other times, the path
seemed like it had been traveled before, even if we
couldn't see another hiker in view.
After four years of praying for another child, we were
chosen to be adoptive parents for our daughter.
There is a five-and-a-half-year age gap between our two
children. Watching them grow closer over the last yearand-a-half has answered some of the questions I
wrestled with in the past. I’m grateful that I didn’t linger
too long on those anxious thoughts. Age doesn't keep our
children from bonding. They laugh together and play
continued on page 3

We were open to “as many children as God wanted to
give us” and desired a sibling for our son. Intrusive
thoughts threatened to steal my peace: “If we ever have
another baby, will our two children even be friends? Will
they ever play together or will the age gap be ‘too big? '"
These and other questions often went unanswered.
During that period of our life, there were many moments
when I had to relinquish control of what I thought our
future should look like.
We were being faithful to the Church's teachings
regarding being fully open to life, but still our family
wasn't growing like other families we knew. I had a
biological child so, I couldn’t fully relate to those
suffering from complete infertility, but I was one of the
only moms I knew with just one child. Since I felt like our
family looked so different, I had to turn even more to the
Lord, instead of comparing myself to others. Through

“Father, I am
seeking: I am
hesitant and
uncertain, but will
you, O God, watch
over each step of
mine and guide
me.”
-Saint Augustine
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together. The six-year-old protects and helps care
for the one-year-old. Our daughter learns from
and looks up to her older brother.
Through the experience of waiting and choosing to
turn to Him during my most difficult times, my
desires were purified. Over time, He has restored
the peace that I had lost during the early days of
such intense suffering. What a gift! Thanks be to
God. Only He knows what is to come and He wants
what is best for us, so why not trust Him?
Maggie and her husband Thomas have been married for
eight years and part of the St. Pius X community for nine
years. Thomas works as an engineer and Maggie stays at
home and homeschools as well as substitute teaches. The
Kohlman's live in Kimberly and enjoy family walks and
exploring new cities when they travel together for
Thomas's work.

Those years were like climbing a
mountain. Many times, along the
journey, I was able to stop and fully
appreciate the view and the path
we had taken up until that point.
Sometimes, I would get caught in a
thicket or feel like I was trapped out
on a ledge, but other times, the
path seemed like it had been
traveled before, even if we couldn't
see another hiker in view.
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and after months of not conceiving, she began to feel lonely and worried that having a family might not be possible.
After connecting with Dr. Jaclyn Mullins (A Family Physician and St. Pius X member), she not only found someone with
advanced professional training in the Creighton Model of Natural Family Planning to get a better understanding of her
fertility, but also a friend and fellow young mom in the community. It was just two weeks prior to a scheduled surgery
for endometriosis that Paige and (her husband) Kyle found out they were expecting their little boy. “Being a first-time
mom and going through this journey, I have realized the more I talk to other moms that my situation is much more
common than I ever knew," Paige said. "Looking back, I think it would have been really helpful to just have another
person to confide in who had been through something similar and to know I wasn’t alone”. Christ has restored me
through this experience by helping me to grow in trust & love and to truly find my identity in Him, as His daughter.
Through the crosses He has brought me, my husband, and our family, He is leading us to let go of our desires for our
life and to seek “whatever God wants,” as St. Gianna would say. This is still a daily endeavor and choice for us, but He
brings such sweetness and joy amidst the crosses!
It was this experience and Paige’s journey with post-partum depression that led her to want to head up revitalizing
Elizabeth Ministries at St. Pius X. Elizabeth Ministries focuses on one and one accompaniment for women in their
childbearing years, as well as encouraging families and uplifting the sanctity of marriage. They visit and share in the
joys and sorrows of childbearing – from miscarriage, to infertility, postpartum depression or other challenging
scenarios, as well as the gift of a new baby. Following the example of Mary and Elizabeth, they visit and share the
sacredness of life, of offering hope, help and healing while also giving practical support.
Paige and Kyle have been married three years and members of St. Pius X for five years. Paige is a stay-at-home mom to their 14-monthold son JJ. Kyle works at KC as an engineer. The couple enjoys living a few blocks away from the parish and doing outdoor activities
together.

If you feel called to be a friend and walk with other women in the parish through Elizabeth Ministries, please reach
out to Paige at 404-933-2743, or send an email to: elizabethministry@stpiusxappleton.com for more information. To
learn more about Elizabeth Ministries International, please visit: https://www.elizabethministry.org
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Mother Angelica's
Prayer for Miscarriage
and Infant Loss
Why, my Lord – dare I ask why ? It
will not hear the whisper of the wind
or see the beauty of its parents’ face
– it will not see the beauty of Your
creation or the flame of a sunrise.
Why, my Lord ?
“Why, My child – do you ask ‘why’ ?
Well, I will tell you why
You see, the child lives. Instead of
the wind he hears the sound of
angels singing before My throne.
Instead of the beauty that passes he
sees everlasting Beauty – he sees My
face. He was created and lived a
short time so that the image of his
parents imprinted on his face may
stand before Me as their personal
intercessor. He knows secrets of
heaven unknown to men on earth.
He laughs with a special joy that only
the innocent possess. My ways are
not the ways of man. I create for My
Kingdom and each creature fills a
place in that Kingdom that could not
be filled by another. He was created
for My joy and his parents’ merits.
He has never seen pain or sin. He
has never felt hunger or pain. I
breathed a soul into a seed, made it
grow and called it forth.”
I am humbled before you, my Lord,
for questioning Your wisdom,
goodness, and love. I speak as a fool
– forgive me. I acknowledge Your
sovereign rights over life and death. I
thank You for the life that began for
so short a time to enjoy so long an
Eternity.

Memorial to the unborn in the St. Pius X
"I Thirst" Garden

RESOURCES FOR MISCARRIAGE
AND INFANT LOSS
AT ST PIUS X
Elizabeth Ministry International
elizabethministry@stpiusxappleton.com
Healing Ministry
deacon3@stpiusxappleton.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry
mkl57@hotmail.com
ONLINE
For Your Marriage: www.foryourmarriage.org
Search: “Miscarriage”
Elizabeth Ministry International:
www.elizabethministry.com
Search: “Miscarriage”
BOOKS
Nursery of Heaven: Miscarriage, Stillbirth, and Infant
Loss In the Lives of the Saints and Today’s Parents
by Cassie Everts (local author)
Blessed Is The Fruit of Thy Womb: Rosary
Reflections on Miscarriage, Stillbirth, and Infant Loss
by Heidi Indahl
OTHER HELPFUL INFORMATION
Memorial: Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Lacrosse, WI, Memorial to the Unborn,
www.guadalupeshrine.org
St. Gianna Clinic: Catholic Health Clinic, Green Bay,
WI, offering Physicians trained in NaPro Technology,
www.stgiannaclinic.com

