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Simon, quietly wearing her many hats as she plans
an upcoming event or assembles groups for her bible
studies. With no doubt, what you’ll notice is the
couple’s involvement at their Appleton Parish where
they became members more than 45 years ago and
raised their three children in the church and in the
Catholic schools. Since becoming a Deacon in 2005,
St. Pius X has been fortunate enough to have Deacon
Rick working as part of the church’s powerhouse
leadership team. Through his years of serving and
discipleship—while always looking to expand his
own faith and wisdom—his leadership and
compassion for all people has impacted the greater
community. Yet it’s hard to believe this humble man
continues asking himself what it is God is calling
him to do as His obedient servant, and he doesn’t
quite grasp what he has already done.
From the time his parents, Sylvester “Si” and
Gladys, raised him and his eight siblings in his
hometown of Menasha, Wisconsin, Rick Simon was
aware early on he was blessed with wonderful
parents and grandparents who were strong in their
faith. His prayerful grandmother was an inspiration
as an amazing, faithful woman whom he felt
watched over him from heaven, passing the faith on
to him. His parents were dedicated to saying the
rosary and devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
Rick’s father always carried a prayer in his wallet
along with the Sacred Heart of Jesus and a very
special saint’s medal tucked inside it. “He had lost
his wallet several years ago,”
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By Jamie Sheridan
Wander the narthex of St. Pius X Parish any
morning, and you’ll likely find Deacon Rick Simon
conducting a newcomers’ tour, chatting with his
colleagues after Mass or leading a small group in
prayer. Not far from him, you’ll find his wife, Judy

Spending his first years living in the city and then
eventually moving to the country, on Lake
Winnebago, his family remained members of St.
Mary’s Parish where he also attended school and met
Judy when they became high school sweethearts.
During summers off from high school, Rick worked
for his father who was the general manager of a
commercial bakery company, Service Bakery, that
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provided and delivered large quantities of fresh,
baked goods to companies throughout the region
with more than 300 employees and 200 delivery
trucks at the time. During those summers, Rick
learned the art of baking donuts and quickly caught
on to an industry that ran in the family. After
graduating high school in 1965, he attended cake
decorating classes in Oshkosh, and his dream was to
learn enough to one day open his own little storefront bakery.
When the Vietnam War broke out and the draft
started, Rick voluntarily enlisted with the Army in
1966 and was sent to Korea instead of Vietnam.
Before he left, he had shared his dream with his then
retired father, of one day hoping to open his own
bakery. One day when the mail was delivered to his
barracks, Rick opened a very special letter from his
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father, explaining a small bakery was for sale in
Appleton. He described the bakery was a perfect fit
for his dream business and he told him he would be
purchasing it for him to take over when he would
return from Korea. “I couldn’t believe it,” Deacon
Rick recalls. “From this I really learned the
importance of always sharing your dream with
someone else because you never know who could
end up helping you make that dream come true.”
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When Rick was due to return home to marry Judy in
February 1968, the Pueblo Crisis prevented him
from coming home. Judy patiently waited for their
wedding day and a few weeks later, he got to return
to the United States. They were married in March at
St. Mary’s. After their wedding, he was stationed in
Fort Campbell, Tenn., where they lived until the end
of his years of service. Judy was expecting their first
child by the time they moved to Little Chute,
Wisconsin. Rick and his brother, Bill, as co-workers,
promptly renamed the bakery to Simple Simon
Bakery on Wisconsin Avenue and their father
stepped aside to return to his own retirement. Rick
and Judy’s life had neatly fallen into place just as
Rick had dreamed it would.
As years passed, the Simons had three children:
Dawn, Scott and Curt. They sent their children
through 12 years of Catholic education and first
attended church at St. John’s and then at St. Pius X
Parish. Church and faith was always an integral part
of their life. Judy stayed at home to raise the children
while helping run the bookkeeping for the bakery.
She eventually went to school to become an
accountant and worked for an accounting firm. They
were as busy as most parents during the early years
of their marriage trying to live their faith by
example. Judy recalls her husband’s strong
connection to Mother Mary inspiring her in her own
faith journey. Judy says, “It took me a while to
appreciate this devotion, but I also eventually started
praying the rosary and reading the True Devotion to
Mary, drawing closer into Mary’s Immaculate
Heart.”
Little did they know the Holy Spirit was working
through them in ways they’d never imagined. More
than 30 years ago Rick had an encounter with Jesus
during Mass. “For the first time in my life, I made a
commitment to Jesus to follow and obey. I had an
explosion of joy in my heart!” Deacon Rick recalls.
“During communion I went up to the podium and
shared, ‘something’s going to happen and it’s going
to catch on like wildfire!’” The Sunday that changed
their faith life turned into a weeklong, spiritual, Holy
Spirit High, which led him to reach out to the late,
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Mary Reardon, at Monte Alverno who was taking
registrations for a Healing Retreat. He and Judy both
attended the retreat where they were prayed over. By
the time they left that weekend, they made the
commitment to seek discipleship.
The Simons immediately started letting the Holy
Spirit guide them. They started attending Bible study
groups at other churches, and Judy eventually started
facilitating Bible study groups at St. Pius X. “We just
jumped in and we would start something,” Deacon
Rick says, always looking for his next instruction.
In 1992, when their youngest son was a senior in
high school, Rick received some shocking news
when he was diagnosed with stage 4 colon cancer
that had already spread to his lymph nodes. He
wasn’t worried. Through his strong faith he was able
to stay calm for his family and friends while he went
through the necessary surgery, radiation and
chemotherapy treatments. He also went back to the
leader of the healing retreat he had connected with
during the retreat years earlier. He attended as many
healing missions as he could. Within a year, he was
clear. He was cancer free. He not only believed he
was healed through a miracle, he knew he had more
work to do. “The experience crystalized my decision
to go to Deaconate formation,” he declares. “I knew
when the time would be right for me to step away
from the bakery I would go back to school.”
After gang violence in the area had reached an
alarming high in 1995, Rick got an immediate nudge
to reach out to the Chamber of Commerce, and to the
Mayor and to community leaders to help form what
would become the Fox Valley Juvenile Violence
Task Force. The team worked fast to provide support
and guidance to area teens who needed stronger role
models in their lives. The Task Force helped start a
Boys and Girls Club and helped all mentoring
programs. Eventually their efforts brought the teens
and their mentors to a Packers Preseason game with
tickets donated by the team for teens and their
mentors, as well as an invitation from Mike
Holmgren asking Colin Powell to speak to the teens
at a mentoring event held at Timber Rattler Stadium.
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Colin Powell accepted and thrilled the community
with his support. Rick watched the work of all those
involved in this effort throughout the years and was
known for openly talking about his faith as he
continued obediently taking orders from the Holy
Spirit.
The Intentional discipleship he experienced as the
Holy Spirit got him involved in the community
helped assure him his work wasn’t complete. Rick’s
late brother, Bill, retired from the bakery and their
daughter, Dawn, took over as a partner. Eventually,
their son, Scott, came on board as well as their Curt’s
wife Jenny who joined the Simon team as the cake
decorator. Rick went back to school. “I had to work
very hard,” Deacon Rick recalls. “I couldn’t have
done it without Judy!” He was ordained in 2005.

Deacon Rick, Judy and Bishop David Zubik, at the
2005 ordination.

“I realized Rick’s Deaconate ministry wasn’t just for
him,” Judy adds, “but we were both drawn to serving
our beautiful family at St. Pius X. How blessed we
have been by that community!” She continues, “The
Deaconate has allowed Rick to be part of people’s
lives when they are most down in personal tragedies,
and to be part of their joys in weddings and new life.
What a privilege to be able to pray with others in
their joys and sorrows. We are blessed!”
3

St. Pius X Catholic Church

Years after Deacon Rick’s ordination he looked
closely at the very special medal tucked away in the
Blessed Mother prayer he’d kept safe in his wallet as
his father had
done many years
before. After
some research, he
discovered, Saint
Stephen just
happened to be
the patron saint
of deacons.
More than a
The keepsake prayer and medal
little bakery,
Deacon Rick’s father, Si, kept in his
more than a
wallet for many years.
long-lost wallet
sized heirloom,
Si’s gift for his son might have been there with him
all along. His son became a baker, a husband, a U.S.
Army Veteran, a father, a cancer survivor, a wellknown member of his community whose faith life
and discipleship reached well beyond his years and
the walls of his church. He was aptly honored by St.
Mary’s High School with the distinguished, “Faith in
Action” Award, and the Wisconsin First Lady’s
Outstanding Volunteer of the Year Award in 2000,
but furthermore, he became a deacon.
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The Simon family at St. Pius X Catholic Church, where
Deacon Rick has served for almost 15 years.

Deacon Rick and Judy with Fr. Tom Farrell in
Armagh, Ireland, during their fall, 2018 pilgrimage.

Divine Mercy has become a big part of the Simon’s
ministry at St. Pius X Parish—the importance of
saying, “Jesus I Trust in You.”
“My dad had a regular, 3 a.m.-4 a.m. perpetual
adoration devotion time when he was still alive,”
Deacon Rick reflects. “And now that’s become my
time . . . when I get to adore.” And he continues
obediently waiting to see what God is calling him to
do next.
For more information about St. Pius X Parish, if you have
questions about your own vocational discernment or if
you would like to get more involved, please contact the
Parish Office at: 920-733-0575.

The Simon family and friends celebrating Christmas, 2018.
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