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A Woman Of Faith,
Mary Reardon
How one person’s obedience
and hard work made a lasting
impression beyond her
community
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Those who know her see a saintly, humble, obedient,
prayerful and dedicated woman. Mary simply states
that God gave her a calling. She didn’t necessarily
know how to see her mission come to fruition, she
only knew she had to stay patient, focused and
strong in her faith. Step-by-step, regardless of the
enormity of her mission, Mary prayed when she felt
nudged by the Holy Spirit. She listened to her calling
more than once in her lifetime, prayerfully following
through without turning her back on her instruction.
The result—never easy, always with sacrifices—
brought about significant and lasting change.
Growing up outside of Appleton on a dairy farm near
Mackville and Greenville, Mary earned the priceless
gift of discipline. Before school each day she would
lead roughly 100 cows down the road to a different
farm where they would graze for the day. Then she
would take the horse and buggy to make it to daily
Mass at her elementary school almost 4 miles away.
“We went to St. Edward’s Church, but we went to
school at St. Mary’s at Greenville because the road
was a straight road. We went with horse and buggy
and sometimes we would have to walk.” Mary
explains. “In the wintertime, the road to St. Edward’s
in Mackville was curvy and stormy on bad weather
days. My dad paid at two parishes so we could go to
school at one and go to church at the other.” After
school each day, Mary would go back to the farm
with her “cow dog,” as she calls
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As a member of St. Pius X Catholic Parish in
Appleton, Wisconsin, since 1960, Mary Reardon,
spent her years as a faithful servant to her parish by
making a difference that not only changed her church
and provided prayer opportunities to thousands
within her diocese throughout the years, her
dedication impacted and influenced Christians
nationwide. She is the foundress of the Widows of
Prayer as well as the foundress of the Chapel of
Divine Mercy, housed at St. Pius X Catholic Church.
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Mary’s parents, William P. and
Helen, moved to Appleton where she finished her
junior and senior years at Appleton West High
School. After graduating from high school in 1952,
she worked as a secretary at a local insurance
company until she was 20. In 1954, Mary and her
husband, John, “Jack,” got married and moved to
Wausau where they eventually had their first four
children. Mary was a stay-at-home mother. They
stayed in Wausau for six years and then briefly lived
in Fond du Lac, where Jack was transferred with his
company, before returning to Appleton in the early
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1960s where they had their last two children. They
first lived on Michigan Street and then built a bigger
house on Weiland Avenue while their children
attended the nearby school where they became
parishioners at the newly formed St. Pius X Parish.
As Mary and Jack’s children got older, they built
their dream home next to the friary at the beautiful,
Monte Alverno Retreat Center on the picturesque
banks of the Fox River. Each day they would go next
door to pray the Liturgy of the Hours with the
priests. In 1977, when Jack’s friend, Fr. Bill Alcuin,
O.F.M. Cap. moved back to Appleton to revive his
highly acclaimed retreats at the Retreat Center, he
asked Mary if she would be interested in working
there 4-5 hours a day. “I told him as long as I could
be home in the morning before the kids leave for
school and I’d have to be home after school and he
said, ‘Oh, that would be wonderful! Whatever you
can manage would be just fine!’” Mary smiles.
“Pretty soon it got busier and busier. I worked with
the coordinators of all the retreats and got to know
everyone in the area.” As the secretary and the
bookkeeper of Monte Alverno, Mary promoted the
retreats, got letters out to the sisters who were
coming to the retreats, and did whatever needed to
be done. Within a few months, Fr. Bill’s retreats had
Monte Alverno buzzing again and within a year, they
started hosting retreats during the week to meet the
demands. Mary worked for Fr. Bill for 5 years and
for Fr. Kieran Hickey O.F.M. Cap. for 10 years. “I
considered that one of the greatest blessings of my
life—to have worked for two men who were like
living saints,” Mary adds. “I feel so blessed to have
known them.”
In 1981, after a pilgrimage to Lubbock, Texas, where
there had been reports of apparitions by the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mary felt called to start a weekly
evening prayer group at Monte Alverno. Fr. Kieran
supported her by giving her his blessing. The first
night they had 16 people and by the end of the month
the group grew to 32. Mary moved the meetings to
her parish at St. Pius X when the group grew to 80
people, they then formed what became the Marian
Devotions of the Fox Valley, meeting every Monday
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night. When it continued growing, Mary contacted
more priests throughout the community with all the
parishes and priests in Appleton included to help run
the evenings, which extended beyond Appleton to
many neighboring parishes and communities. The
evening would start with a story about the Saint of
the day, then they prayed the Chaplet of Mercy,
followed by two Rosaries, confession, then Mass,
and a third Rosary. The Marian Devotions eventually
moved to St. Therese and lasted 23 years.
In June of 1994, Mary lost her dear husband, Jack
when he was only 63. Three weeks before his sudden
passing he left his beloved wife with a profound
message. Jack loved making breakfast on Sunday
mornings. One morning while he was cutting
vegetables in the kitchen and staring out the window,
Mary walked through the kitchen with a stack of
laundry and Jack said, “You know, if I weren’t here
you could go on with your work.” Mary almost
dropped her towels and asked him, “What did you
say?” Jack kept making breakfast in silence. She
didn’t understand what he meant or why he had said
it.
Three weeks after his death she approached Fr. John
Guimond O.F.M. Cap. and explained she had a
feeling God wanted her to do something as a widow.
She knew priests needed prayers and the church
needed prayers. Fr. John knew she was being called
to pray for priests and encouraged her to gather a
few more widows for an evening of reflection to
decide what they could do with Mary’s new calling.
Mary saved all her letters from Fr. John. “He would
always pray for three hours each morning,” Mary
says. “He would pray to the Blessed Mother. I could
go to him for spiritual guidance for what we should
do. He would take that into prayer and reply with a
handwritten letter or a phone call.”
In September 1994, Mary and six other widows
formed a group for widows, the Widows of Prayer,
who would meet to pray for the priests and for those
who work for the church.
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During the early 1990s, Mary also started
participating in the Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament at Monte Alverno, which moved to
Thursdays at St. Pius X. Almost 10 years later, when
St. Pius X was going through the planning phase of a
significant renovation, Mary had wondered if the
renovation could include a Chapel for perpetual
adoration. She felt she was being called again. When
she asked the parish leaders if it was a possibility
and was initially told ‘no,’ she didn’t give up. She
attended the meetings and remained prayerful. She
finally got permission to have the Chapel built if she
could come up with the necessary funding. Within
two days Mary provided the funding for the Chapel
from an anonymous donor. “I made it happen!” Mary
exclaims. “A few months later, when they needed
more, I put an article in the bulletin that the Chapel
needed more funding, and we got that too.” Mary
adds, “It’s kind of miraculous. The whole thing.”

often hear from people how much adoration has
changed their lives—there are talks about it,” Kathy
lovingly says of Mary. “You have to know how deep
your roots are, my dear.” In April, 2019, the Chapel
will celebrate its 15th year.

Mary knew the Chapel would need adorers, but
wasn’t certain how she would manage it. Through
her years at Monte Alverno and working with all the
retreatants, she knew who to call on for help—as
adorers or schedule coordinators. A year before the
Chapel opened, Mary organized a meeting with her
connections from almost 20 parishes. She invited Fr.
Larry from New York to spend a few days speaking
at meetings and to give a very special Mass
explaining everything there was to know about the
Blessed Sacrament. She put together folders with a
DVD for everyone with information about the
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. After that
Sunday Mass, when St. Pius X offered a sign-up
opportunity to cover an hour of adoration in the new,
Chapel of Divine Mercy, 750 people registered.

Chapel of Divine Mercy Coordinators, Mary Beth Meehl and
Therese Bishop, at St. Pius X Church.

Mary’s friend and St. Pius X parishioner, Kathy
Feistel, who helped support the Chapel of Divine
Mercy and also joined the Widows of Prayer at St.
Pius X after her husband passed away in 2011,
explained how some of the original adorers are still
signed up. “I remember being at the first meetings,”
adds Kathy. “At first they didn’t know how long we
could keep the adoration hours filled, but Mary was
filling the hours and we were filled!” Kathy adds. “I
By Jamie Sheridan

When Mary was no longer able to coordinate the
Chapel, Toni Binzak took over, then Mary Beth
Meehl stepped in as the lead coordinator with
Therese Bishop assisting her. The backbone of the
Chapel has been the more than 300 scheduled
adorers with one-hour and six-hour coordinators,
substitutes, and a handful of other volunteers and
donors. All have worked together to provide a
peaceful and beautiful place to spend one-on-one
time with Jesus. The Chapel offers a place of noble
simplicity. “Mary has been a role model for me,”
Mary Beth recalls. “She is a very holy lady and
someone I was able to connect with at a very deep,
spiritual level.”
Carlotta Stricker, who joined the Widows of Prayer
and stepped in to help take it over, has spent many
years expanding the ministry to other parishes
throughout the country. “She has such a deep faith.”
Mary says. “I told her, ‘You are God picked for what
you are doing here!” Mary adds, “I thank God for
her.”
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closer to heaven—whether you’re Catholic,
Lutheran, Methodist, Protestant or somewhere in
between. As sons and daughters of God, lead by
example. Be the next Mary Reardon.
---

Carlotta Stricker, far left, and Kathy Feistel, third from right,
with members of the Widows of Prayer - Appleton Chapter.

The Widows of Prayer is a national organization of
widows who dedicate their time praying for priests,
those studying to become priests and other Catholic
Church leaders. Approved and guided by the bishops
of each diocese in each participating state, the
Widows of Prayer was founded in Appleton,
Wisconsin, and has grown with satellite communities
from the East Coast to the West Coast.

Mary Beth adds, “When you are being called on,
don’t get discouraged; it will happen if it’s of the
Lord. You’re simply the messenger—the hands &
feet of Jesus. The Lord works through you and will
find a way.” She adds, “If it doesn’t work out as you
planned, let the Lord show you what you need to
learn from the situation and move on.”

The Chapel of Divine Mercy at St. Pius X Parish
in Appleton, Wisconsin, is a place where anyone can
go to sit and pray in the presence of Jesus—the
consecrated host displayed inside the monstrance—
through perpetual (24/7) Eucharistic Adoration.
Adorers are those who are called upon as prayerful
volunteers to be with Jesus in the Eucharist for one
holy hour. The adoration process releases an
outpouring of God’s Love upon the world and in the
hearts of those who kneel before Him. During
inclement weather—when adorers can choose
whether or not they can travel—the Chapel remains
open to the community, but the host is removed from
the monstrance and placed in the Exposition
Tabernacle—a special tabernacle featuring a door on
the front that visitors are able to open and close.
When the door on the front of the tabernacle is
closed, visitors simply open it and spend time with
Jesus and close the door before leaving the Chapel if
the next adorer does not arrive. In the Chapel of
Divine Mercy, the host is never to be left alone when
exposed in a monstrance, but it is also liturgically
correct when the host is housed in a closed
Exposition Tabernacle.

Change is often met with uncertainty, is sometimes
hard to accept, but is crucial for growth. Each of us
are called upon to continue the work of God’s son,
Jesus Christ our Savior, by using the gifts and talents
to share the Gospel and bring others and ourselves

For more information about the Widows of Prayer
Association of the Faithful or the Chapel of Divine
Mercy, located at St. Pius X Catholic Church, please
visit: www.stpiusappleton.org or call the parish
office at: 920-733-0575.

Mary realized what her husband’s message was to
her many years ago. “I think God has put me in a
position of prayer,” she humbly says. “Knowing
people like Fr. John and getting instruction from
him, guided by his prayer life . . . I never really
thought about it at the time, but after years of
reflection, I know the Lord was guiding me.”
In Mary Reardon’s wonderful life, she didn’t spend
too much time dwelling on the authenticity of her
calling or worrying about what others would think of
it. She avoided distractions with a pure heart,
fearlessly followed through with her mission much
like the farm girl in the Midwest fields outside of
Appleton obediently herding the dairy cows each day
before and after school.
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